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. J.DENNIS HASTERT '
I*T« DISTRICT.

THE SPEAKER

2)69 fUvbutiN noose Omcs BUILDING
WASniNflTON, DC2051&-131*

(208) 306-2978
FAX- (2021125-0687

December 17,2002

27 NMTTn ftv« KTKCr

Cpngresf* of tfce ftniteb Atattf
of fcepreaentatitiwf

BC 20515-13H

|630)40fl-11l«
Fur (090) «Oe-l«H

DIAON, IL 91021
|B15)2B*-W80

AX: («15) 38»-074J

Edward D.Krenik
Associate Administrator of Congressional
31*4 TnTrTEftv<!*rnTr>(>nTa^ Afl&irs
Environmental ProrectUHi Agency
Ariel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 3442 North
Washington, D- C. 20460

Dear Mr. Krenik

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence I have received from one of my constituents, Mr. Ronald
D. Bullock, concerning an issue he is having •with an investxgarion conducted by IEPA and
USEPA. I believe you will find the letter and in^nmanon self-explanatory.

I would appreciate if you would review the enclosed materials to examine his concerns and
provide me with any inibnnaaan thai will enable me to respond to Mr. Ronald D. B ullodc.
Please reply to my district office in Baxavia. For questions or further information, please contact
Lulu Blacksmith of my staff at (630) 406-1114.

i Hasten 1
Speaker of the House*

JDH:lb

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

265413
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D. BUROCK cear & Engineering Corp.
Presioenc

3850 Ohio Awenue

November 27,2002 3 0^ .̂ IL60i74. USA

J.Dennis Hasten FM 630-377-6777
Speaker of the House
U. S. Congress
U.S. House of Representatives
27 North River Street
Batavia,IL 60510
United States of America

Dear Mr. Speaker.

I really need some help on an EPA issue that our company has been dragged into.

Bison Gear & Engineering Corp. was founded in 1960 and started up in the Ellsworth
Industrial Park in Downers Grove. We moved to a new location in-the park m 1977. I
joined Bison1 in 1981 and purchased the company in a leveraged buy-out in 1987:1 am the
thud owner of Bison. We outgrew the facilities in Downers Grove, which necessitated
our move to Saint Charles in 1997 where we currently employ 165 people.

Please bear with me on the length of this letter, as it is a very complicated issue. I am
appealing to you for help, as you will see as you read on, because we are facing a
situation mat could bankrupt our company in a matter mat we feel that we have minimal
material contribution. We are on the verge of having the EPA impose an extremely costly
and illogical solution to a small group of companies selected by unspecified criteria.

L ELLSWORTH INDUSTRIAL PARK/ISSUE BACKGROUND

• ' Collection of" approximately 40-50 industrial/commercial
properties in Downers Grove, DuPage County, Blinois/operarion
since early 1960s.

• Over 900 homes located in three subdivisions within
approximately one mile to south of park are predominantly
serviced by single home private water wells.

• Water sampling firom'approximaiely 500 (out of approximately 900
wells total) private wells undertaken by Illinois EPA ("IEPA")
from July 2001 to January 2002. According to IEPA, 199 wells
out of 471 total sampled, have contamination above drinking water
standard for public water supplies/contamination is TCE and
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PCE/anolher 200 have detectable levels of contamination but
below criteria.

• TCE/PCE contamination commonly caused by
industrial solvents used as degreasers and cleaners.

« These industrial solvents were commonly used by many
owners/tenants of properties in Ellsworth until late 1980s/eariy
1990s.

• Authority/agencies may have known of impacts to groundwater in
Jaie 1980s

• Information has shown that a public well just easi of
Belmonf Itoad (and just south of old Downers
Grove sanitary waste water neannent plant) was
closed in laie 1980s/early 1990s because of TCE
readings-

• We are attempting to gather more information.

II- BISON O-A T *l ITT.I -gWQRTH INDUSTIAL PARK

• From approximately i960 to 1976, Bison operaied at 2615 Cura's
StreeL

• From 1976 through May 1997, Bison was Tenant at 2424
Wisconsin Avenue.

• From approximately 1994 to 1997, Bison rented space si 2455
Wisconsin.

• Bison was small user of solvents at issue/phased J?UT use in late
1980s/early 1990s. " '"

• in 199J, Bison, working with IEPA, investigated and remediated a
small release of liquid and oil from drums containing metal
shavwgs/appnutimately 78 yards of contaminated soil was
removed to a depth, of approximately 4 feet/soil was characterized
as non-hazardous and properly disposed of by Browning Ferris.
IEPA approved the remediation.

• Note: Surface-Type soil contamination, to ft depth of
4 feet, could not have impacted groundwater table
beneath Ellsworth Industrial Park, which begins at
approximately SO feet.
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HI. EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY IEPA, USEPA. AND VOLUNTARY
COMPLIANCE BY BISON, HAVE NOT IDENTIFIED BISON AS A

• fix March, 2001, Bison was served with and responded to a
subpoena for production of documents relaxed TO purchase,
transportation, use. storage or disposal of any chlorinated
hydrocarbons (the contaminants at issue beneath Ellsworth) from
1970 to the present, in connection with a claim by The Stare of
Illinois against Lockfbrmer Company. Subpoena was served by
Office of Illinois Attorney General and was folly complied with by
Bison.

In April, 2001, Bison was served with a subpoena for same
by private party law firm representing Lockformer in

connection with a plume of solvent contamination to ih6 west of
Interstate 355 (USEPA has determined that the plume west of
Interstate 355 was caused by Lockformer Company and is separate
and distinct fiom any contamination ^m^niTing from Ellsworth
Industrial Park located east of 355). Bison fully complied.

On March 15, 2002, Bison fully responded to USEPA Section
I04(e) Request for Information related TO EHsworth/documentation
and information relating to 1991 remediation and IEPA finding of
compliance with respect to same was produced, as were records
pertaining to prior solvent use by Bison.

IEPA conducted door-to-door interviews and inspection of
business located in or near Ellsworth Industrial Park in attempt to
determine source of solvent contamination.

Phase H investigation was undertaken by USEPA at request of
IEPA included installation of approaimaiely-42 monitoring wells
for groundwaier evaluation within Ellsworth Industrial Park,
collection of approximately 150 soil samples from properties
within Ellsworth Industrial Park, and collection of 80 groundwaier
samples.

In 2001. IEPA sampled primarily along Wisconsin and other
streets in southern area of Ellsworth Industrial Park, collecting 28
groundwaier samples. Of those 28 samples, only one contained
PCE above the method detection limit.

IEPA and USEPA have spent approximately $1 million to date
investigating Ellsworth Industrial Park for source of contamination.
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Note: August, 2002 R^wn of Phase ninvesogauon for Ellsworth
Industrial Pink, prepared for USEPA by hired environmental expert
Weston Solutions, Inc., groups current/former owners or imams of
Ellsworth into 3 categories: "Probable Source Facilities" (defined
as facility where source material is reasonably expected to be
present based on evidence obtained during sampling); "Potential
Source Facilities" (defined as a fecility where there is a possibility
that source materials are present based on information gathered to
date); and "Facilities Requiring Further Evaluation" (defined as
facilities with a history of chlorinated solvent use which has been
documented but no site specific data tying the facility to
contamination has been collected). Bis^n Gear fo n/j*T jflfTtified/ihe
current operator at 2615 Curti** Bjiftfln'5 filPMT location. i$

was done on that property/PCE was detected in shallow soil at low
levels.

IV. USEPA. ftP£ClAL NQTICft LETTER/DATED QCypBEB. 11T 2QQ2

• USEPA sent notice to 19 current or former Ellsworth
owners/tenants, including Bison Gear. Dozens of others did not
receive notices, including at least one with a confirmed release of
solvents.

• Demands "good filth oflfer" within 60 days, or by December 17,
2002 lor the following:

• A statement of recipients' willingness to
conduct/finance Remedial Feasibility Study at
Ellsworth,

• Detailed response and comniPnts to Scope of Work
and proposed Administrative Order on Consent
which wou.ld require recipients to perform and
finance investigation and remedy at site.

• Demonstration of recipients' technical capability to
undertake and fimd the work.

• A statement of recipients' willingness to reimburse
USEPA for past response and oversight costs
(approximaiely $1 million).
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• A discussion of interim response measures the
recipients may conduct to reduce or eliminate
current exposures.

USEPA has already chosen remedy/consists of Lake Michigan
water hook up for all 900 plus homes, regardless of absence or
presence of contaminants'

• COST for boTne hook up approximately S7.7 million. __

mains were Installed between 1985/1986 for
approximately 90% of the 900 homes in the area in
question. Downers Giove has ral'mlBtPtf recapture
costs at $3000 per home. Additional costs torlude
approximately S3000 per home to run individual
lines from water mains 10 home, and additional
costs for plumbing within property line. New water
maim will need to be installed for approximately 80

USEPA also requests additional investigation and potential
TMnediatiftn of sources (because sources have not been pinpointed)
and additional investigation fiwflier downgradieni of additional
private wells and potential gas/vapor issues in basements.

Total costs should exceed SlO million.

Iff and fOtk efKer if oaf
erUftc wo
fine far m
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V. BISON IS JNUNTJffifl^TrK POSITION.

• As noted, despite producing documentation to the EPA, and
despite over SI million in sampling* no contamination has been
found above acceptable limits on any former Bison property within
Ellsworth.

• In addition, because Bison no longer owns/occupies
those properties, Bison cannot perform its own
sampling to clear itself.

• USEPA/IEPA refuse to share private wel) sampling data wiib
recipient* of Special Notice Letter, claiming privacy
considerations, bin have repeatedly informed recipients that the
only acceptable remedy is water hook up for all homes (SOT just
flff̂ tfrd hones).

*
• Bison and other recipients have no way to evaluate

which homes arc effected or at which levels/ho way
to evaluate potential less costly alternative methods
to address contamination.

• Ope might perceive that, working with Downers
Grove, in order to recapture Downers Grove's costs,
USEPA is requiring overbroad remedy of hookups
for all homes when, potentially, less than half are
affected.

• Agency/gpvenim«ntal entitles involved will not assist in reducing
potential costs.

• Downers Grove, which installed water mams' in "Brfea
in 1985/1986, will not agree to waive any recapture
coits for mains, despite feet thai Downers Grove
Sanitary District is recipient of Special Notice Letter
and may have caused contamination.

• USEPA/IEPA will not agree to waive past response COSTS.

• State of Illinois refuses to waive right to recoup over 51 million in
grant money available to it for water hook ups.
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To date, Village of Downers Grove has also required annexation
for any home tapping into existing water mains/presents a real
issue for proposed remedy.

As you can sec, we really need some help In ibis matter and would
appreciate any advice and counsel you might offer. Making a good faith
offer requires at least a Uttle cooperation fiona the other side. Perhaps a
meeting with the EPA Administrator would do some good. I would be
happy to travel to Washington to discuss the matter.

Hope you and your family has a most enjoyable Thanksgiving Holiday. I.. —
will contact to your office in Batavia next week 10 see if we might meet to
discuss some time in the near fUrore.

Best regards,

Ranald D. Bullock
President/CEO

Cc: Bryan Harbin, Batavia Office
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7/pe of Document: Control Correspondence

Control # AL-0201992

Name Of CONSTITUENTS ISSUE WITH AN INVESTIGATION
Document: CONDUCTED BY IEPA AND USEPA/ELLSWORTH
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